The use of Medicaid claims as a supplementary source of information on quality of asthma care.
This study examines the correspondence between medical records and Medicaid claims to determine whether claims are a valid source of data for monitoring quality of asthma care. A total of 460 claims for care encounters were matched to medical records of the encounters. While most of the diagnoses and procedures recorded on the claims were documented in medical records, claims failed to identify 29% of encounters with asthma diagnoses and 45% of nebulization procedures administered during encounters. About 30% of documented asthma prescriptions were not associated with filed claims, and about 30% of filed claims for asthma medication were not documented in medical records.